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In a testimony before the Anti-Somocista Popular Tribunal in Managua on Nov. 2, US citizen
Eugene Hasenfus confirmed his previous written statements that he had participated in a contra
supply operation, but asserted that he could not verify that CIA agents directed the operation.
Hasenfus was captured Oct. 6, the day after a C-123 transport plane containing three other crew
members was shot down in Nicaragua near the Costa Rican border. The Sandinista authorities
recovered several documents, including flight logs, which they claim confirm Hasenfus's description
of an extensive supply operation using bases in El Salvador and Honduras. The prisoner was
responding in court to questions delivered by the prosecution about a document containing his
statements to Sandinista security officials concerning the contra supply operation operating out
of El Salvador. In the statements, he said the operation was directed by two CIA agents, Ramon
Medina and Max Gomez. He had also said that Gomez was a friend of Vice President George
Bush. Hasenfus claimed his statements derived from what he had heard about Medina and Gomez
from others involved in the operation. He said he had never seen identification cards or obtained
other "direct personal knowledge" of them. Next, in a brief statement recorded and signed by
Hasenfus, he did not qualify earlier statements that he and the others involved in the operation
worked for Southern Air Transport, a Miami-based firm that in the past has been linked to the
CIA. The prisoner's Nicaraguan attorney, Enrique Sotelo, told reporters after the session that his
client was working as an air cargo specialist for a civilian company. Sotelo stated that he wanted to
demonstrate that Hasenfus does not pertain to the CIA. Meanwhile, the chief prosecutor, Minister of
Justice Rodrigo Reyes, indicated that the prisoner's statement as regards lack of precise knowledge
of Medina's and Gomez's CIA connections would not likely affect the outcome of the trial. He
asserted that the prosecution already had more than enough evidence to convict Hasenfus of the
charges against him. Reyes declared that he was not trying to prove that Hasenfus was working for
the CIA, but that he is guilty of the charged brought against him. Sotelo, who is being advised by
former Attorney General Griffin Bell, has challenged the jurisdiction of the Anti-Somocista Peoples
Tribunals, arguing that the latter constitute a political rather than judicial institution. On Nov. 1
Sandinista soldiers who participated in the downing of the C-123 cargo plane appeared before the
Anti-Somocista Popular Tribunal. Jose Canales, 19, said he and his colleagues were cooking a meal
when a lieutenant spotted the aircraft. They were then ordered to open fire on the plane. Two other
soldiers testified before the tribunal, Byron Montiel Salas and Raul Antonio Acevedo. Acevedo
captured Hasenfus. Canales said that after the order to shoot, he opened fire and saw the plane
explode in flames. He added that he also saw Hasenfus parachute from the aircraft. The soldier then
stated that when he and his colleagues arrived at the place where the plane crashed, they found
three bodies, medicines, boots, munitions and sweets. (Sources of basic data: UPI, 11/01/86, and
PRENSA LATINA, 11/03/86)
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